. agreement, one price to one shipper and
' a lower price to another is not the same

' believe, generally regarded as adequate.

,or mistakenly,
that “as a fair security to shippers, the

" merely raises a point of equity.

‘ for the protection of the public against
_ita extortions,
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Compliments of the Season.

A Christmas disposition and a Christ-
mas appetite to all who can use them
to an advantage! It is a foolish thing to
have passed the Santa Claus age. Why
can't we all keep voung perpetually,
like Col. BRYAN, the leading juvenile of
the political world?

ing menace to national peace and wel-
fare, and that drastic action will soon
become imperative, We greatly doubt
if he intended to convey any such im-
pression, It is beyond denial that
monopolies, whether public or private,
are inevitably accompanied by a ten-
dency to abuse the privileges acquired
thereunder; yet theres are few cases,
if there be any, in which economic laws"
or gimple public laws are not made or
cannot be made an efficient corrective,
Our railways are not among the ex-
ceptions,

We believe ‘that the President unin-
tentipnally overstated his case, and
thereby started a discussion and con-
troversy which he did not at all intend to
provoke. Railways, of course, are indis-
pensable institutions in our national
economy. Their effective operation de-
pends on their ability to make a reason-
able profit on the money invested in
them. The owners of their stocks and
bonds are entitled uuder the law to the
same consideration and fair protection
which their patrons receive. All that
is needed is an effective court of arbitra-
tion and legal determination of points

The sophisticated stomach may not
pine for the lost delights, but the old.cnt.
codger who doesn't feel some warming |
of old fires, a certain comfortable unctu-
ousnesas of his whole system, at the mere
thought of mince pie and plum pudding,
deserves to be rousted in a slow fire in
an Aladdinwven, while ATKINSON drones f
statistios and WiLL1AM LLoyD GARRISON
reads Aguinaldo sonnets at him.

Yet, even to the Anti-Imperialist
Teague, health and good day and elegant
extracts from goose or turkey!

Fven the stern and rugged VARDAMAN |
beams and glistens to-day. We see the ‘
genial grease of sucking pig at the cor-
ner of his mouth. The sucking pig is a |
tiger, vampire, ogre and ghoul compared '
to VARDAMAN at his Christmas Dinner.

The Presldent and Rallway Rates.

The discussion of the question of rail-
way rates has given prominence to two
points in connection with the subject.
One of these is that the suggestion of Mr,
ROOSEVELT'S message was vague and
indefinite in one of its features, The
other is that there will be no hasty orill
digested legislation on the matter,

The passage in the President's message
which has been the immediate provoking
cause of the railway rate discussion is
readily divisible into two features. The |
first refers to the suppression of recog- |
nized evils. On this issue there can be |
no more difference of opinion than on the
question of suppression of highway rob-
bery. These evils are specific, and the
machinery for dealing with them already
exists. The remedy is simple—enforce
the law. The right of a railway to
make, by rebates, rate cutting and secret

|
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|

as theright of a merchant to sell to A at
$].50 and to B at $1.45. In the one case
the transaction is individual. In the
other, communities are involved and
perhaps seriously affected. The indi-
vidual merchant or firm holds no charter
from the public and has every right to
dispose of his personal property on
terms mutually acceptable to himself
and his customer. An operating railway
stahds in different relation to the public
and is clearly amenable to the super-
vision of public officials for the preven-
tion of undue and unjust discrimina-
tion between shipper and shipper. The
Elkins law of 19003 is the instrument
provided for this purpose, and it is, we

If so, it should be unhesitatingly and
rigidly enforoed.

The other feature involves the point
of Federal regulation of railway rates.
Mr. ROOSEVELT'S somewhat indefinite
statement has been the occasion of con-
fusion and misunderstanding, inasmuch
as it is earily possible to read into the
comment a meaning which he probably
did not intend to convey. Civil Orders
No. 34 and 118, issued by Gen, Woob in
Cuba in February and April, 1902, estab-
lished a board of railway comml!ssion-
ers, preacribed maximum rates of trans-
portation for freight and passengers on
all the railways of the island, and de-
clared that the Supreme Court should
not be deemed to have jurisdiction to
pass upon the validity of the law itself or
upon the power of the military governor
to enact it. It is to be assumed that the
President of the United States had no
purpose whatever to urge the establish-
ment here in this country of so drastic
and comprehensive a measure as that.
A Bryan or a Debs mntight advance a
proposition for a sweeping dictation of
railway rates, or even of prices of com-
mercial commodities; but it is impossible
to conceive that such a policy could
emanate from the present occupant of
the White House.

It may be safely assumed that the
President’s views upon this matter have
been misinterpreted, whether wilfully
He gsays that he believes

‘vommission should be vested with the
power, where a given rate has been chal-
lenged and after full hearing found to
be unreasonable, to decide, subject to
judicial review, what shall be a reason-
able rate to take its place.” While the
determination of “reasonable rates” for
railway transportation of given com-
modities is somewhat more complex
than the adjustment of market prices of
cotton or cheese, this proposition in itgelf
is open to no reasonable objection, It
It sim-
ply says that if full evidence is submitted
to a competent board that a chartered
public carrier is taking an undue and im-
proper advantage of the public or of any
part thereof, legal steps may be taken

This is in every way
right and reasonable, and is open to no
proper exception,

The President, however, intimates
that if the desired end is not attained by
a simple legal process in equity it may
become desirable to reach it with the
club of full Federal control and regula-
tion. This gives the opening of which
his opponents have taken advantage.
They read into his comment an intima~
tion that he belleves that railway cor-

.

of dispute or conflit which may arise

{ out of the interests of the two groups.
| Whatever its for:r,, this must necessarily

be a Federal institution.

Beyond such a point we do not believe
the President has any desire to go, and
there is little or no possibility that Con-
gress will establish any larger measure
of Federal control, The power to effect
an equitable adjustment of specific
items in particular cases need not be
made commensurate with a power to

| dictate all rates on all lines,

KFive Men Among the Ice Wastes.

1t will soon be midsummer in the Ant-
arctic regions. If all has gone ‘well in

| that frozen land there are five men on

one of the South Orkneys who are scan-
ning the horizon to the northwest for
the first view of a steamer that is going
to relieve them. They have lived alone
for a year, the most isolated of human
beings. The Argentine Government
promised to send a vessel for them about
this time.

The leader of the party is Mr. Moss-
MAN, the meteorologist of the Scottish
Antarctic expedition. His four assist-
ants are natives of Argentina, whose
Government is paying all the expenses of
the station. This station will probably
be kept up for several years in order to
get a long series of meteorological ob-
servations, from which the average cli-
matic conditions in that region may be
accurately deduced.

The hut in which these five men are
living is on the south side of Laurie
1sland, the second island in size of the
group. The building stands on the shore
of Scotia Bay amid the wildest scenery.
Few Polar pictures are so impressive as
that which the Scotch took of this bay,
with the mountains half buried in snow,
the glaciers on the slopes and the Scotia
frozen fast in the shore ice.

A remarkable thing happened here,
This harbor is not so very far south; in
fact it is, two hundred and fifty miles
north of the Antarctic Cirele. It is no
nearer to the South Pole than Hudson
Bay is to the North Pole, yet its climatic
conditions are améng the severest that
have been met anywhere. The Scotia
gailed into this bay late in March, 1902,
and she never got out of it for eight
months. Almost in a day she was beset
in the ice, which did not relax its grip
till the summer was well advanced.

Experts regard this as one of the
most remarkable facts in the history of
Polar exploration. No one supposed it
was possible that at an oceanic island
far removed from the influences of large
land masses, a vessel could be icebound
for go long a period. There i8 no record
during all the long years of Polar
exploration of a ship go far south being
frozen in for eight months, even when
surrounded by all the winter rigors of a
continent.

No explanation of this phenomenon
has been made, except that Mr. Moss-
MAN has advanced the theory that the
exceptional duration of very severe
weather in the South Orkneys may be
due to a practically continuousice sheet
forming between the South Orkneys and
Graham Land to the southwest, 8o that,
as it were, the islands lie for a time on
the edge of a continent,

However this may be, it was thought
that the extraordinary meteorological
conditions in this part of the world might
be better understood if prolonged study
was given to them; and that is the reason
why a meteorological station will be
maintained for some years to come in
this remote part of the world.

The Sultan's Christian Subjects,

The delegation representing the com-
mittee for internal and foreign affairs
of the Macedonian Revolutionary Party
has issued a voluminous report on the
condition of Macedonia and the vilayet
of Adrianople for. the ten years since
1803. This report deals exhaustively
with the past and present of Turkish
rule in the remaining parts of the Otto-
man Empire in Europe.

In the opening historical review of the
Macedonian question, the misfortunes of
that part of European Turkey are dated
from the Congress of Berlin after the
conclusion of the Russo-Turkish war of
1877, and they are attributed to the non-
execution of the twenty-third article
of the treaty that superseded that of
San Stefano, in which the greater
part of Macedonia, withoyt regard to
distribution of the nationalities ocom-
posing its population, had been incor-
porated in the Greater Bulgaria of Gen.
IGNATIEFF. A long and no doubt ac-
curate rerital of the oppression of the
Turkish Government and the atrocities
of its respomsible and irresponsible
agents arouses the deepest sympathy
for the victims; but in the light of the
past history of the Near Eastern-question
it is doubtful if the appeal, which is made
to civilized Europe and America, will
have practical or beneficial results,

The Treaty of Paris of 1858, in its ninth
article, obtained certain conocessions for
the Christians of the Ottoman Empire,
which were promulgated by the Sultan

Humayun of Feb. 22 of that year. This
document confirmed the privileges that
had been accorded the Ottoman Chris-
tians by the Hatti-Cherlf of Gulhaneh
of Nov. 14, 1839, and was regarded by
them as the charter of their emancipation
from the disabilities they had previously
labored under. Unfortunately, like all
Turkish reforms, these remained unexe-
cuted, hnd i 1860 Prince GORTSCHAKOFF
proposed a conference to consider the
gituation; but the Powers preferred
separate action, which only resulted in
worse conditions for their olients and”
French action in the Lebanon  that
brought about trouble between France
and England.

The Porte still continuing to offer &
passive resistance to the representations
of the Powers, the Emperor NAPOLEON
in 1867 proposed a conference with a view
to joint action, but BISMARCK opposed,
and in doing so reveiled for the first
time the true intent of Germany's policy
in the East. Nothing, consequently,
came of NAPOLEON'S pioposal, and the
events of 1870 and the following year
turned the mind of Europe to other
things until Russia, in 1876, alarmed at
the introduction of a quasi-constitu-
tional system of government in Turkey,
at the suggestion of England took up
the cause of the oppressed nationalities
and made war in 1877.

The difficulty that lies in the way of a
settlement of the Macedonian question
is threefold, there being no possibility
of a solution as between the Sultan and
his malcontent subjects without the in-
tervention of other Powers. Germany
and Austria have invariably opposed
bringing real pressure at Constantinople
to enforce the terms of the treaty to which
they themselves were parties, so that
joint action by all the Powers is frus-
trated, and no indjvidual Power cares
to undertake what is the duty of all.
The Sultan, ill advised and apparently
bent on the ruin of his empire, is deaf
alike to the remonstrances of the
Ambassadors at his capital and the
appeals of the wretched victims of his
misrule. And lastly, the Christians, by
their disunion and mutual animosities,
facilitate the schemes of their foreign
enemies and Turkish oppressors and
discourage their friends and sympa-
thizers.

In the report to which we have re-
ferred there is only too much evidence
that its writers had in view a Macedonia
for the Bulgarians rather than for the
Macedonians, Statistics of the Chris-
tian schools in Macedonia, just published
in the Bullctin d'Orient of Athens, show
that in the provinces and districts com-
prised in what is known as Macedonia
there are 998 Greek schools, with 50,640
pupils; 561 Bulgarian schools, with 18,311
pupils; 30 Koutzo-Wallach or Rumanian
schools, with 2,000 pupilg, and 53 Servian
schools, with 1,674 pupils. Noinconsider-
able part of the Christian population of
Macedonia appears, then, to be of other
than Bulgarian nationality, and is as
much entitled to be considered. 1t would
seem, therefore, that the best advice to
give the Macedonians is first to agree
among themselves and unite for their com-
mon interest before asking sympathy or
material assistance from outsiders. Fail-

' ing that, there appears no other prospect

for them, and perhaps even for Bulgaria,
Servia and Montenegro, than to fall out
of the Turkish frying pan into the
Austro-Russian fire.

Woman's Education in Tipping.

The tip, once expected only by ser-
vants and those who performed some
special or unusual service, has made
its way steadily in the favor of all sorts
and conditions of employees,, until in
New York the gratuity account must
be looked on as a regular item of the
household expenses. The housewife who
would have her cut of beef trimmed to
her liking must fee the butcher. The
green-grocer's clerk exacts his tribute
by providing the choicest of his wares
for those most liberal in their treatment
of him, That householder who never
neglects to leave a coin for the iceman
receives full weight, prompt service, and
does not have to renew the lining of the
refrigerator too often.

In the Christmas shopping weeks, the
tip flourished in its strength in some
of the great shops of the city. The
benighted non-metropolitan shopper who
found her efforts to attract attention
from the saleswomen fruitless, who was
passed over, lost in the crowds about
the counters, soon learned that the
cause of her troubles was ignorance of
the custom of tipping. The would-be
purchaser who greased the palm of the
shop man or woman was the one to re-
ceive attention. In many cases to tip
seemed like submitting to blackmail, but
it was necessary in more than one retail
establishment,

Historically, women are not liberal
dispensers of tips. But as the system
of demanding and extorting gratuities
extends, they are being educated to a
point of equality with their men folks,
who have long recognized the hopeless-
ness of endeavoring to escape the toils
of the tip. Once, woman regarded it
as her right and privilege to leave the
restaurant waiter unrewarded. Now, in
her own sacred preserves, she finds it
necessary to open the purse that she may
have an opportunity to select the goods
ghe wishes to buy. The time may come
when woman will acknowledge the claim
of the waiter.

New Sources of Copper,

The United States far surpasses every
other country in the production of ‘copper,
and consequently is less vitally inter-
ested in the discovery of new foreign
sources of supply than are some of the
European nations, They have about
doubled their consumption since the
great development of the electrical
industries hegan, and have been a little
anxious because, meanwhile, the world's
total production has increased only a
little over one-third. At last accounts,
Russia was doing her best to develop
her copper region in Turkestan, hoping
to be able soon to diminish her importa-
tions of copper. -

It haa been believed for several years
that the sodthern part of Katanga Pro-
vinoe of the wpper Congo was likely to

Lmuwbmwwmmmmm-

great copper producers in the world.
The special committee of Katanga has
employed for over two years a number
of expert prospectors under the orders
of Mr. RoperT WiLLiaMS, an English
mining engineer. Most of its time has
been given to locating copper and gold
properties; of which a large number,
spread over a wide territory, have been
discovered.

There has been no time for develop-
ment work, except to open trenches
and galleries and sink borings in a con-
giderable number of locations to ascer-
tain the extent of the ore beds and the
quality” of the ore. Special attention
has been given to the study of a group
of copper deposite around Kazembe,
on the right bank of the Zilo River,
one of the head streams of the Congo.
The results of this thorough investiga-
tion of only one of these copper groups
are given in the report made to the
Katanga Company last month, c

Mr. BUTToxNBACH, who had charge
of the operations, says that the ore
uncovered will yield 1,200,000 tons of
pure copper. He confidently asserts
that he has seen this amount of metal,
for his estimate is based entirely upon
the quantity of ore brought into view
and the quality of the mineral. He
believes it will be practicable to mine
at least 2,000,000 tons of copper from
this group of mines. At any rate, he
assures the company that 1,200,000 tons
are in sight. The mineral can be ex-
tracted with great facility; and a ton of
it has been taken from the ore at a total
cost of forty francs,

According to this report, the copper
in sight in this group of mines is about
three times the average ahnual product
of all the copper mines in the world.
The Katanga Company i8 now surveying
a railroad to connect this mining region
with the navigable part of the Lualaba
River, 8o that the mineral products of
Katanga may be taken by steam down
the Congo to the sea. When that is
done there will be great activity in
the mining districts of south Katanga,
for no part of Africa north of the Trans-
vaal has ever disclosed greater mineral
wealth,

Statesmanship in New Jersey.'

In New Jersey great statesmen abound.
Among the chiefest ornaments of the
State are the commissioners of the Hud-
son County Boulevard. They have de-
creed that any electrieian employed by
them who refuses or neglects to become
a member of the International Brother-
hood of Electrical Workers shall lose his
job. It is a splendid scheme.

Let the commissions in whose mem-
bership the Freemasons have ma-
jorities pass resolutions excluding all
except members of the Blue Lodge from
employment on works under their con-
trol. Where the members of the Uni-
tarian Church have the majority, let all
trinitarians be barred from the right to
work for a living, In prohibition com-
munities tipplers should be warned off
the public works.

But the Hudson County Boulevard
Commission has not gone as far as it
might. No non-unionist should be al-
lowed on the Boulevard. No vehicle
made by hands other than those of a
unionist ghould be dirawn over it, “Scab”
sightseers ought to be disqualitied from
watching the procession of carriages,
automobiles and bicycles that pass upon
it. New Jersey statesmanship has done
much, but its task is incomplete. The
Hudson County Boulevard Commission
must not weary in well doing.

War's most modest, glorious and beauti-
ful exponent will serve Massachusetts
as Inspector-General without price and
without cost. Gen. NELSON AFPPLETON
MiLES needs no salary, remuneration or
honorarium. His own pulchritude is his
reward, ample and complete, Thrice
blessed will be the Old Bay State to num-
ber him upon its military rolis, and thirty
times thrice blessed to have so much for
nothing.

The Hon. MyroN T. HERRICK, Governor
of Ohio, has some peculiar notions. He
says that he has twice declined the Am-
bassadorship to Italy because he cannot
talk Italian, If familiarity with the lan-
guage of the country to which he is ac-
credited should be required of every can-
didate for an Ambassadorship, the number
of domestioc Metternichs and Talleyrands
hopelessly longing to be exported might
be increased unreasonably.

The Hon. JoSEPH BOURNIER, the oldest
resident of Nashua, N. H., was 103 Satur-
day. He still rung errands and smokes.
Another warning to smokers, voluntarily
shortening their day, and sucking poison
from tobacco's core.

Three Experis on Sabway Advertising.

To TR EDITOR OF THE SUN—Sir;! In the matter
of subway advertising, It may be Interesting to
have the oplolons of two or three men with wHom
1 have talked and whose Ideas are of value, as they
are experts. The first Is a theatre man, who was
one of the Arst ones to place an ad. In the subway
and who has withdrawn It on the ground that he
is convinced, t0 use his own language, “I\'s no
good.” He says "It bas no value.”

The second is & man who places all the adver-
tising for one of the largest concerns in the coun-
try, and whose knowledge of the art commands
a salary expressed In five figures of dollars per
snnum, and who says he “would not give a contl~
nental for a three-sheet ad. at cach statlon.”

The third Is from & man simllarly situated, who
says, “It I8 evident that the public Is opposed to
subway advertising, and 1t's not the part of wisdom
to disgruntie the people whose trade you want by
running oounter to their opinlons.”

Who knows but that one of the most fetching
appeals to the public may yet be found In “We do
not advertise In the subway”? SUBWAY RIDER,

NEw YORK, Dec. 2.

Charity Boys.

To TAR EDIPOR OF THE SUN—Sir: In to-day's
Sux "Physiclan” asks what I mean by calllug ool-
Jege boys “charity boys™! 1 refer to the well
known fact that in no college do the tultion fecs
cover the cost of education.

The college boy Is the beneficlary of a long list
of benefactors, dead and living. His position s &
good deal like that of a pauper on a poor farm.
1t would become him to be several dlameters less
baughty and “freah.™ As & particularly offenstye
speolmen of the unlioked cub, he may be pitied.
As a charity boy, he ought to be moeaker,

Nuw Yous, Dec. 28, Dusiness Max,

i Song of Souse.

To THE EDITOR O THE SUN-—Sir: You may not
know It for wanri of hagng eaten the viand below
oelebrated, but this “"poem™ s the truth.

DroATUR, Ga., Deo. 2. Praomis H. By,

You may talk aboyt your esnvasback,
Your bluepolnis and your fsh,
Your boulllabalsse and fole gras,
Scotoh haggin—rare old dish;
Better a million times than these,
quall or squab or grouse,
The queen and king of food | sing —
Our good, firm Georgla sousel

.
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PALMISTRY IN UHINA.
Herbert A, Giles in the Nineteenth Century.
With the Chinese palmistry is a branch

of ap ancient art which includes physiog-
nomy, phrenology, and general inspection
of the human body. Its origin has been
assigned to prehistorio times—the third
millennium before Christ.

The object of this art s twofold: (1) to as-
certain the mental and mora! characteristics
of persons, and (2) to foretell happinees
or misfortune, success or failure, disease,
and death. An instance is given of a young
lady of the tenth century A. D., who had
no brothers and was obliged to perform
some of the mourning ceremonies before
the image of her deaqd father. While thus
occupled she was observed by a visitor
who had come to condole. “I did not see
her face,” he sald, “but when she grasped
the inoense burner I noticed that her hands
gave promise of a high position.” Later
on this' visitor married the young lady,
and rose to be a Minister of Btate, One
writer says: '

The presence of lines In the hand may be com-
pared with the graln of wood, 1f she grain of wood
is beautiful, that wood becomes known as excellent
material; and If the lnes in the hand are beautiful,
that hand s obviously well constituted. There-
fore & hand cannot but have lines on I, those which
have lnes belng of a bigher order than those which
have none. Fine and deep llnes mean success;
coarse and ghallow llnes mean fallure. Of the
three lines on the palm, the uppermost answers
to heaven; It conmbtes soverelgn or father, and
determines station in life. The middle Yine answers
to man; It connotes wisdom or folly, and deter-
mines poverty or wealth. The lowest line answers
0 earth; It connotes subject or mother, and deter-
mines length of days. If these three lines are
well defined and unbroken, they are an augury
of happiness and wealth. Vertical lines In excess
mean a rebelllous nature and calamity: horizontal
lines ln excess mean a foollsh nature and Ul success.
A vertical line runuing up the finger means that
all plans will turn out well; random lines, which
cross the creases of the fingers, mean that they
will fall. Lines which are fine and resemble tangled
sllk mean wit and beauty; coarse llnes, like the
grain of the scrub oak, mean stupldity and a low
estate. Lines llke scattered fillngs mean & bitter
jife; lines lko syrlnkled rice husks mean a life of
Joy. &c.

Says the author of the “Divine Art"™:

The hand s used for taking hold, and this causes
lines to appear on It, If these lines are long, the
nature will be kindly and generous; if short, mean
and grasping. A man whose hand reaches below
his knees will top his generation: but one whose
band reaches only to his walst will ever be poor
and lowly. A small body and a large hand portend
happiness and emolument; a large body and a
small hand, purity and poverty.

The fingers, with their several joints,
are each separately mapped out; the com-
manding finger (thumb), the tasting finger,
the middle finger, the nameless finger,
and the little finger. That part of the
hand under the influence of spring should
be of a greenish hue; summer should be
red, autumn white, and winter dark. If
autumn is red, winter yellow, spring white,
or summer dark, sorrow and disaster will
inevitably ensue.

The Chinese examine carefully the lines
on the back of the hand, thus making
“cheiromancy " a better term than palmistry.
Nor do they omit the nails, each variety
of which has its own signification. Taper-
ing nails mean brains; hard and thick nails
mean old age; coarse, stumpy nails mean
dulness of wit; broken and sloughing nails
mean disease and ill health; bright yellow
nails mean high rank to come; dark thin
nails mean obscurity; bright greenish
nails mean loyalty and goodnesa of heart;
fresh white nails mean love of ease; nails
like sheet copper mean pomp and glory;
nails of a half-moon shape mean health
and happiness; nails like copper tiles mean
skill in arts and crafts; nalls like the end of
a plank mean stanch sinoerity nails with
sharp pointed tips mean cleverness and
refinement; and nails which are rough like
stone mean profound stupidity.

The Chinese, again, who are nothing if
not thorough, push every investigation
of this kind with German minuteness to
its logical conclusion. Consequently, when
they have exhausted palmistry they pro-
ceed to “solistry,” and extract indications
from the lines on the feet.

Those combinations which augur best
are the “tortoise” and the “bird” lines
(on the sole of the foot).

In conclusion it may be pointed out, in
gsimple justice to the Chinese, that the
wonderful system of identification by
finger prints, which is forcing the modern
burglar to carry on his trade in gloves,
was in foroe in China many centuries before
it was heard of in Scotland Yard. Title
deeds and other legal instruments are
often found to bear, in addition to signa-
tures, the finger prints of the parties con-
cerned; sometimes, indeed, the imprint
of the whole hand. In a small volume, en-
titled *Omissions from History," published
in the twelfth century, we have this story:

A favorite concubine of the Emperor
Ming Huang (A. D. 718-68), having several
times dreamed that she was invited by a
man to take wine with him on the sly, spoke
about it to the Emperor. *“This isthe
work of a magician,” said his Majesty;
“next time you go, take care to leave behind
you some record.” That very night she
had the same dream; and accordingly she
seized an opportunity of putfing her hand
on an ink slab and then pressing it on a
screen. When she awaked, she described
what had happened; and on a secret investi-
gation being made, the imprint of her hand
was actually found in the Dawn-in-the-East
Pavilion outside the palace. The magician,
however, was nowhere to be found.

Annoyances in the Street Cars,

ToTAE EDITOR OF THR SUN—Sir: I was delighted
to see by the papers that the street raliway com-
pany had to pay damages 0 a man for bodlly,
material and mental Injuries Inflicted upon him
by & woman, presumably Intoxicated, while riding
on ore of Its cars, Signs In the car say In-
toxicated persons are not admitted, but they are,
and most embarrassing and annoying occurrenoes
are the result, 1 started downtogn one morning
on & Broadway car, bound for South Ferry. My
fare was pald, I expecting that I would be carried
to that polnt.

At Chambers strect an tntoxioated woman was
allowed to board the oar, although she was then
sereaming and In a most dishevelled ocondition,
It was an open car. I had teen the only woman
on It, and as the woman sat down In the seat with
me and immediately commenced to yell at the men
fn the car, there was nothing for me to do but leave
the car and walk to South Ferry, as I would not
pay snother fare. To protest to the conductor
would probably have resulted In insult from him,
and such abuse from the woman that I could
not subjoct myself to It, unjust as T felt It that |
should be compelled to walk many blocks for such
& cause. .

1f the rallroad company has to pay some more
damages for such causes they may find 1t cheaper
to refuse to take on one or two five.cent customers,
or eject those who insult their peaceable patrons.

NEw Yorx, Deo. 24, A READER,

Ohristmas in Tennessee,
From the Nasheitle American,
The Jugtrade Is Immense.

Recipe From Us.
Job was asked how he acquired his reputation
for patience.
“Beoause,” he answered, “1 always wals for Mrs.
J. to be ready In a minute.”

Wear a Christmas Face!
From the Indianapolis News,

Holly, smllax, mistictoe,
Decorations, up whey gol

Lerave your Irritation where
“Twill be comrade for your care;
Into trouble's ample pouch
Stow away your ugly grouch;
Leave behind you frown and scowl;
Pul a cach saneer and growl,
#“nfr‘y.a ng and fretful word,
em where they won'l be heard,

Holty, smflax, mistietos,
Jecorations, up go!

No one wania, a such soenes,
Yinegar on Christinas groens,

THE OURSE OF OVERSHOE
Pathetlo Observations by a Medisval Man

of Feeling,

Epitor ov Tue Bux—Sir; 1 am
-aged man. I have forsworn vanl-
ties. I am a married man and respect do-
mestio discipline, I am trained. I know
my place, My wife orders me to wear over=
shoes. I obey, I hate overshoes. With
those degrading and ugly badges of domestic
servitude upon my feet, I feel like a galley
slave. I clump, clump, clump. They add
tén years to my age, a hundred to my heart-
age., But resignation is the character a
medigval married man should play.

But why, oh, why must overshoes, goloshes,
whether the muffling, congesting and multi-
tudinous *arctic” or the horrible shiny “rub-
ber” or “sneaker,” the mother of discomfort
and the nurse of perspiration ~why must my,
our, your poor feet be swathed in forms so
unmsthetic and repulsive?

I do not weep for mysell nlone. Millions
of better men must know the same papgs:
and as for women, alas! alas! There is just
one cure for hopeless love, If any young
friend of mine is suffering from it, Isay to him,

“Bill, I'm an old man and you won't hit me.
osll‘lh look at her feet when she has rubbers

Yes, air, rubbers are the dispellers of {llu-
#lon, How beautiful should be the feet, upon
the sidewalks, 3( our beloved, but for
rubber, the dreadful rubber. Helen of ‘?roy in
ribbers would be, as to her feet, a frump.

Will no friend of beauty, no architect, no
soulptor-shoemnker give the world an over-
shoe that is becoming and even beautiful?

ROOKLYN, Dec. 24, Coun FBET,
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Colony of Market Garden Girls.

From the London Daily Mail.

Ou- great ancestress Eve was admittedly
a fallure as a gardener. Her daughter of to-
day is going to be a success.

Trained in the work of a garden, to the
lighter arts of farming und to the care of
poultry she is going to turn her craft to com-
mercinl account. The necessary habit of daily
labor in the open air she has already ac-
quired—partly in the garden of her homse,
partly among the serried plots and trial
B % of the horticultural college thirty
miles away, Now she is going to take hoe
and rake, and spade and drill, and with the
imagination and initiative of the educated
woman, the knowledge she has gained and
the skill she hgs acquired, she is going to
earn her livelilfood.

She has formed a small colony in Kent,
and, in company with half a dozen other
garden girls, is renting nine or ten acres
of land, which are practically all market
glrden. 8he could not get the couple of cot-

iges close by which she had hoped for,
and so in one corner of the garden there
has arisen & long, low bungalow on brick
foundatlons' with upper works of wood and
corrufnwd ron.

In this bungalow the girls, mothered by
an old servant of the old type, live in comn-
munity together and, in oconsequenoce, re-
diuce proportionately the cost of their llvinr.
Each hires a separate plot in the great field

arden and Invests her capital and industry
therein. Each works Indvpﬁndanu¥ within
her own boundaries and profits or loses ao-
cording to her own intelligence and industry,
but all unite at times in the cooperative spirit,
and the heavy cost of hauling, freight, mar-
keting, of extra labor at certain seasons
and of the purchase of seeds and roots and
fertilizers ix borne as far as possible ocol-
lectively and, as a consequence, with a greatly
reduced individual cost.

Took Thelr Mother at Her Word.
From the Atchiron Glohe.

In every family there are family jokes
on some member of the family, and often
they are better than the professional ones
you hear. Here is a time honored one in
the family of Mrs. John J. Ingalls:

At the dinner table one day Mrs. Ingalls
dropped a little gravy on the front of her
dress. One of her daughters called her at-
tention to it. Mra. Ingalls said: “My dear,
I knew the spot was there. You need not
have troubled yourself to call the attention
of other people at the table to it. 1f the spot
annoys you, you may leave the table.” And
the next time Mrs. Ingalls dro‘:ppd ROMO-
thing on the front of her dress all her children

got up and marched away from the table.
g‘hakevent has passed into the family joke
ook.

Salt an Extra In India.
From the Baltimore Herald.

“In India,” said the tourist, putting down
the salt cruet, “In India your restaurateur
would charge you sixpenoce for a serving of
salt like this.'r £

“Isn't the salt thrown in? Don't you get it
for nothing?”

“Not in India. . You order galt there the
same as you would order a ehop or a potato,

and you are charged for it on your bill. It
seams funny to see this charge, ‘Salt, so
much.’

“Salt is costly In India on_account of the

enormous salt_tax that the British Govern-
ment levies. In consequenoe the,]glhople are
oareful of the salt over there. ey don't
waste a grain of it.”

Electricity an Ald te Divination.

To THR EDITOR OF THE SUN—Sir: ]t Is my In-
tention to show to the world this coming year that
by applying electrjeity one can get at the dates on
which the battles beiween the Japanese and Rus-
slans will take place. The first instance I wish to
call to your attention will be after Jan, 7 and before
Jan, 22: the nearer the latter date the more fm-
portant will be the movements of the fleets—in the
papers,

Detween Jan, 22 and Feb. 8 will take place the
most important naval engagements on the pages
of history, and the nearer to Feb. 8 the more severe
will be the engagements, Between Feb, 3 and Feb,
7 there wlill be some fighting, but nothing like as
severe as It was up to the 3d of that month.

Now, which side is golng to win? Here Is where
the benen't of knowing what electrielty Is and how
1o apply It comes In.

Electriclty shows that the Japanese are going
to win!

I ghould also like to have you wateh the Chicago
wheat market from Jan, 23 to Feb. 3, 1905, and no-
tice the great strength and exclitement there will
be in 1L,

Both of the above matters are governed by
electriclty,

As the above dates arc near at hand, and there
is no cost or favor attached to 1t, I hope you wiil
glve It your careful attention, and by so dolng you
will see that which you never expected could or
would be done, for yourself. JOHN W. BARRATT.

POUGHKEEPSIE, Dec, 24.

Majority and Minority.
From the Rochester Post Express,

There can be no doubt as to where the majority
of the Republicans of this State stand on the Sena-
torship. They regret that Mr. Black allowed his
name to be used, that the Governor-Chalrman
endeavored 10 thwart the wishes of the Republican
masses, and firmly bellove that the reeloction of
Senator Depew Is the only safe and honorable
course,

Let us hope that opposition to the reelection
of Senator Depew will dle away and that the Gov-
ernor-Chalrman will abandon his purpose to thwart
the wishes and defy the sentiments of the great
mass of the Republican voters of the State,

Where Rolls the Oregon.
From the Gervals Star,

There will be a shoofing match In St. Louls next

Saturday for the benefit of the pastor's house,
From the Castic Rock Adrocate,

Frnest O. Kennedy, the bright and shinlng youth
who wields that great moral lever the Winlock
Pfot, honored Castle Rock with a brief but glorious
visit Sunday. Lurid streaks of crimson lingered
on the local landscape long after his departure
for the little burg up the line,

Oh, Where Shall Rest Be Found?
De Style-—~What was that?
Gunbusta—I say the only chance we strap-hangers
have of sitting down is 10 put on & palr of skates.

The Cold of Long Ago.
If you are on a cable car
Most any Ume of day,
And ev'rybody does a )ig
Te keep the cold away,
Then you Are sure 10 hear a volve
‘That chills you through and through:
*Why, this is just a baby
To the cold of steenty-two.*

1f on a ferryboat that gives
North River joe a thud,

And ev'rybody waves his arms
To circulate the bleod,

Then you are sute 1o hear a voloo
As husky as can be:

“Hubl! this can't hold a candle
To the cold of steenty -turee.”

If you are om the “L" road
Or out upon the street,
No matier where you go these dayn,
Why, you are sure to meet
A fellow swathed and mumed right
Up 1o his enrs, who'll state:
"Why, this Ia not & marker
To the cold of steenty cight”

~

A HARDY' ORANGE TREE,
Experts Develo} One Which Will Live in &
Temperature §ix Degreecs Below Zero.

WaAsgINGTON, Deo. 25—An orange tree
that will thrive iA latitudes 500 miles north

of Florida has juit been developed by the
plant experts of the Department of Agri-
culture, It is thq result of crossing the

Japanese tree witli the best of the Florida
varleties. For some time the Department
experts have condycted experiments with
& view to finding ay orange tres that will
survive the compardtively hard winters of
Florida in recent ydars or the climate of
localities even north of that Btate. An-
nouncement is now that they have
been suocessful.

The new variety, it Is asserted, will live
in a temperature of six grees below
zero, although it will'not bear fruit. The

lanters of Florida bave suffered great
Exu at times on accoust of the frost, losing
not only the year's crep on oocasions, but
the trees as well. Wﬁn the introduction
of the Japanese-Florida variety the trees
may be saved even when climatfec con-
dlt%u are such as to prevent them from

g

Most of the thoroughbred cattle in this
oountry are the result of a process of selec-
tion mgumbeemgdaogte: . mnim
prooess n a to the plant world
and the Government expeérts ane;:lavelo ing
strong and better varieties of fruite, their
most notable achievement being the hardy
orange tree,

Pollticians Must Dance in Wyoming.

From the Washington Post.

“Wyoming has the most joyous political
campaigns of any State in the Union,” said
Mr. F, M. Brandon of Cheyrnne,

“The country people are never so happy
as when the candidates fer public office
out our way are making their rounds of the
counties for vote getting purposes; it means a
season of excitement and insocent pleasura
to them, which forbids all thought of acrimony
and ill feeling no matter how tightly partisan
lines may be drawn., The chief factor in
this preelection gayety is that whenever
there is to be a speaking by the aspirants
to office it is always the custom have a
dance that same night. Hundreds'of peopla
turn out to hear the spellbinders, not becausa
they love the oratory so much as that they are
keenly bent on the terpsichorean festivities
that come after the shades of night have fallen,

“And these dances; what glorious carnivala
of fun they are! oung men ride from
twenty to fifty miles to atténd them, and there
is not a girl in all the neighborhood' missing.
To cap the climax of their importance, all the
candldates, from United States Benatora
and Governors down to constables, are on
hand, and every one of them, by the unwritten
Iaw of the land, must take his partner for tlia
dance. Any politician, no matter how exalted
his office, who flunked when the time cama
to trip it on the light fantastic toe would
be forever persona non grata with the electors
of Wyoming.”

Queen Draga’s Marginal Notes.
From the London Chronicle,

1t is said that just before she was murdered
Queen Draga had been reading a book of
Stendhal's “De I'Amour.” One of the
assassing, not well acquainted with French
literature, picked up the volume and suaid
to a comrade: “Just the sort of thing a shunibe
less woman would read!”

‘I he other worthy had some literary tas'a,
and, examining the book, was very nuch
struck by the notes in the Queen's hani on
the margin of many a page. According to a
German paper, he wrote to a friend this i=
teresting confession: “What moved me most
deeply was not my share of that horrible
drama, not the right of the mutilated corns: s,
not the ferocity of that bloody night, bit 1he
revelation In this little book of a certain
nobility in the soul of this ambitious () ee),
whom hatred and fanaticism had caused we
to misjudge.”

Medlcal Discoverers,
From the Lancet,

The real proprictor of some one lttle ewe lamiy
in the way o! discovery may have been aroused 1o a
not entirely unjustifiable sense of grievauce by the
attribution of his darling to some other, and may
hence have been Inclined to urge his olalm with
an emphasls apparentiy In excess of Its Importan: -,
From such a case 1t would be difficult to withhoid
sympathy, especlally as in the medical, professlon
discoveries can.acldam he sources of direct proit;
there Is therefore the more reason for taking cdre
that any credit to be derived from them shall be
asslgned where 1t Is due,

Hence arises some excuse, and perhaps the on'y

one which can be suggested, for attachlng the
name of A physiclan or surgeon 1o a structure, ‘o
an operation, to an Infury, or to a group of sy -

toms hercafter to be described as somehod)y ‘s
“disease,” somehody who, If he had not been thus
distinguished, would In all probabllity have been
absolutely unknown beyond the limits of his own
country or of the clrcle of friends or students with
whom he was brought Into personal relations.

The average English practitioner would kno'w
Pott Independently of a fracture and Hunter In-
dependently of a canal: but he Is not quite un-
rensonable when he asks for further Information
about Raynaud or Wernicke, and feels doubt as to
the precise character of the “phenomenon™ of the
former or of the “slgn” of the latter. Sometincs
the Inventlon ls more Importaut than the individu-
ality; so that we scarcely know of Ward except
by his paste or of James or of Dover except by thelr
powders, This only happens, of course, In the
case of comparatively small people; no one, for
example, has so far described vaccination as “Jen-
ner's method,”

Dowser Finds Gold.
From the Cincinnatf Enquirer,

HARRODSBURG, Ky.. Dec. 28.—During the last
year of the civil war an old gentleman namecd
Ryncarson, who owned a small farm In the Chaplin
Hills, and who lived In a commodious double log
cabln, burfed $2.800 In gold, fearing that it mieght
fall Into the hands of guerrilla bands, A yewr
afterward he was stricken with apoplexy and died
wlthout revealing the hiding place of the treasure

Several years ago a grandson named Lewls
bullt a more pretentious dwelling and rared the
cabin. Some days ago a tramp printer was dined
by Lewls. At the table the recent drought was
mentioned, and Mr. Lewls remarked that he In-.
tended to dMl a well. Thereupon the typo re-
marked that he was a dowser and could locate
underground streams. Next morning, with &
forked twig, the tramp walked about the yard,
but the rod never changed its position uhtil the
“wizard” stepped upon the large rock that had
been the hearthstone In the cabln. Then the twig
began to tremble convulsively, The dowser In-
formed the land owner that water could be found
at a depth of twenty fect. That afternoon the
printer left for Cincinnatl,

A week from that day Mr, Lewis had the ma-
chinery hauled to the place and the stone Was re-
moved preparatory to begin drilling.

When the stones was lifted a number of tin hoxes
were found. They wera filled with gold eolns of
every denomination. The amount corresponded
with that buried by Mr. Rynearson, The driil
was put to work, and at last reports no water vad
been found,

The Tar Heel Bourke Cockran.
From (he Chgriotte Observer.

Col. Robert L. Aberncihy, the versatile and
voluble Colonel of River Bend rally fame, Is going
to deliver an oration on fowls In geogral at the
pouitry show.

He Is one of North Carolina’s foremost chicken
growers, and has a volce that rings clear and lovd
like the clarion call of agatpecock. Hela naturale
born windjammer: he can speak ten minutes of
twenty-four hours, just as the oocasion demands.

Bavarian Mother's Six Infants a Year,
From the London Standard.

The Muniob Newcste Nachrichien anpounces t'al
Frau Hllgen of Trostberg, In Bayaria. has borne 1o
less than six children In one year, She was (c¢
liversd of triplets last January, and bore tripicid
agaln this Deoember, The case Is eitracting much
atiention from the modioal profession,

Misogynist.

Mrs. Gunbusta—There are 100 females to every
102 males in this country; how happy the men ought
1o be

Gunbusta—~Huh!

To Richard Bartholdt, M. O,
From o noble poem by Louts Michel in (At Grerm o ne
American.
When he speaks the couniry listens, whem he wrioes
ihe classles gain,
And In Washington the statesmen know that 5%
possesses brain; )
While the couniry has & champlop, toosevell 8

trusty friep:
In the mzlm Richard Barsholdt, o lturls! o9
wisdom bent,

When Missourl casts her ballot for her fon

Senator
May 1t he for this trus genfus, nndefiied Tegisis
May Missouri well remember (hat (he now w

Rw.l"d\“w 'Mol @ affect! t diptomatal
b n terma eep ection o i At
Barholdt!

Only two out of every bunch!




